










werkenbijdefensie.nl/burgermedewerker

Dat kan ook als burgermedewerker. Je draagt dan geen uniform, maar 
je werkt wel vanuit je eigen vakgebied aan vrede en veiligheid. Dat doe 
je schouder aan schouder met militairen. Zo maak je jouw specialisme 
nog specialer.

Ontmoet DWS&B
Benieuwd welke rollen er zijn binnen DWS&B? Of wil je praten met onze recruiters?  
Scan dan de QR-code en meld je aan voor een kennismakingsevent op donderdag 6 juli 
op de Kromhoutkazerne Utrecht. werkenbijdefensie.nl/techniekbijCOMMIT

ENERGIE KRIJGEN VAN ONDERZOEK ÉN PRAKTIJK
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de AMS. Ik vind het interessant om te onderzoeken, maar krijg ook energie als ik 
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technologieën, anderzijds ben ik bezig met instandhouding, verbetering en 

ontwikkeling van toekomstige schepen.  

Een voorbeeld waaraan ik werk is het nieuwbouwproject van het Anti-Submarine 

Warfare Frigate (ASWF). In de toekomst gaan schepen met kleinere bemanning 

varen. Om hen te ondersteunen is er meer automatisering nodig. Daarnaast 

ligt het accent steeds meer op informatiegestuurd optreden. Hierin hou 

ik mij bezig met de aanbesteding van automatiseringssystemen voor 

voortstuwing, energieopwekking en calamiteitenbestrijding. 
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Kortom, alle ruimte voor 
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JE HOEFT GEEN MILITAIR 
TE ZIJN OM BIJ DEFENSIE 
TE WERKEN

WAT IS DWS&B?
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WERKEN MET NIEUWE TECHNOLOGIE
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Tech Consultants in the Spotlight

What does EY and your 
job mean to you?  
Having worked at EY for the past 
5 and half years, I can say that it 
is an excellent work culture that 
fosters creativity, innovation, 
and collaboration. EY has a 
strong commitment to investing 
in its employees’ professional 
development and offers numerous 
opportunities for growth. As a 
cybersecurity manager within the 
financial services industry, I have 
to have a deep understanding of 
the financial services industry, 
the associated regulatory 
requirements, as well as expertise 
in cybersecurity domains and best 
practices. Overall, EY has offered 
me with the support, resources 
and opportunities that I need to 
succeed in my career and I am 
proud to be part of such a dynamic 
and forward-thinking organization.

What does a typical 
day as Cyber Security 
manager look like?  
Working in a dynamic environment 
is one of the things I love about 
my job - no two days are ever the 
same. I thrive on the new learning 
experiences that each day brings, 
whether it’s meeting new people, 
working with diverse clients, or 
staying up-to-date with emerging 
technologies. My work involves 
collaborating with a wide range 
of clients from large international 
organizations to smaller 
businesses. This allows me to 

develop a deep understanding of 
the unique challenges that different 
organizations face and tailor my 
approach accordingly. At the end 
of the day, this is what I truly find 
rewarding, to work in an industry 
where my contributions can have 
a significant impact on my clients’ 
success.

What are you passionate 
about?  
It is my duty to help protect financial 
organizations against cyber threats. 
I believe that everyone has a right 
to privacy and security, and it is 
my duty to help protect individuals, 
organizations, and communities 
from cyber threats. ”I also have 
a strong belief in ethical 
behaviour and a commitment 
to doing what is right.” It’s 
important to maintain the highest 
standards of integrity, honesty and 
transparency and to act in the best 
interests of our clients at all times. 

How’d you get into Cyber?
I am an avid puzzle solver. I enjoy 
working on complex problems 
and finding creative solutions. 
This is actually what led me to 
pursue a career in cybersecurity. 
I am fascinated by the challenge 
of protecting information and 
the constant need to stay one 
step ahead of cyber criminals. My 
interest in Cyber started during my 
masters degree when I took a course 
in programming and cybersecurity. 
This experience opened my eyes to 

the critical importance of 
cybersecurity and the significant 
impact it can have on individuals 
and organizations. Now I enjoy 
helping my clients navigate the 
complex and constantly evolving 
landscape by identifying potential 
risks, developing comprehensive 
security strategies and 
implementing effective controls.  

What kind of technology 
do you use?  
At EY, “we have access to 
all kinds of cutting-edge 
technology and tools that 
enable me to stay ahead 
of emerging cybersecurity 
threats,” and help our clients 
manage their cybersecurity risk 
effectively.  

Ran into any issues during 
your career? How did you 
solve them?  
One of the challenges I experienced 
was managing a team of cyber- 
security professionals with diverse 
backgrounds and skill sets. I learned 
that effective communication and 
collaboration are key to fostering 
a positive and productive team 
dynamic. I took the time to listen to 
each team member’s concerns and 
ideas, and I encouraged them to 
share their expertise and contribute 
to the team’s success. 

It is my duty to help 
protect financial 
organizations against 
cyber threats.”

“
 Rabab Laarabi 
EY Manager  
Cybersecurity

 

Tell us something about 
yourself and how you got 
into Data?  
At the age of 14, I  
developed an interest in 
programming because I was 
fascinated by coding and enjoyed 
creating things from scratch. 
Naturally, this led me to pursue 
a bachelor’s degree in Software 
Engineering with a minor in Data 
Science. Although my initial career 
path was focused on software 
engineering, I became interested 
in big data after reading some 
books about it. Consequently, I 
transitioned into a role as a Data 
Engineer, and found the transition 
to be relatively smooth - ”with 
a bit of techsavvy know-
how and if you relish a good 
challenge, anyone can learn 
the ropes quite quickly.” 

What kind of technology 
do you use?  
My work involves a unique blend of 
modern technologies. I rely heavily 
on SQL and Python (PySpark) to 
carry out complex data operations 
such as ingestion, transformation, 
and serving. With a range of Azure 
tools at my disposal, my colleagues 
and I are currently building a 

complete data lakehouse from 
scratch. To ensure the project is a 
success, we’re using Azure Purview 
to create a comprehensive data 
lineage that visually tracks every 
source and transformation used in 
a given dataset. So, it is not only 
die hard data cleansing but there is 
also room to use other techniques 
like software and platform 
engineering.

Have you run into issues 
along your career? How 
did you solve them? 
Every year, a lot of new tools and 
updates are released that are 
supposed to make the lives of a 
data engineer or a data scientist 
easier. Previously, I found it quite 
challenging to stay up to date with 
all these tools, as some work really 
well and continue to exist, while 
others miss the mark entirely. Now 
that I have a few regular blogs that 
I read from people in my field, I can 
keep up much easier with all these 
new changes. Have any questions 
regarding engineering? Feel free to 
come by one time for a chat!

“Sure, it can be challenging 
at times, but the sense of 
accomplishment when you 
meet a deadline or exceed 
expectations is second to 
none.

Interested in Tech at EY?

         Thomas Boersma
  EY Senior Consultant 

 Data Engineering
How would you explain EY 
and the field you work in?
Currently, I am part of a project
team of 10 colleagues, tackling
a complex problem for a client 
spanning multiple countries.
For this client, “I also had
the opportunity to fly out
to Rome and present our
implemented solution to our
client with the team.” Sure, the 
work can be challenging at times,
but the sense of accomplishment 
when you meet a deadline or
exceed expectations is second to 
none. Our team in the Netherlands 
consists of around 70 data scientists 
& engineers and are from various 
backgrounds, both technically and 
culturally, which results in a team 
with broad expertise, a pleasant at-
mosphere and great drinks on the 
Friday.

What’s your day to day as
a Data Engineer?
Every day is different, and we’re 
always helping out other teams. But 
let me try to walk you through what 
a day looks like. First, I start off with 
our daily stand up where we catch
up on what each team member 
worked on the previous day and 
assign new tasks for the day ahead. 
After that, I usually have a meeting 
with clients to discuss various data 
sources and validate the data while 
ensuring we’re following the right 
business rules. Armed with this 
information, we dive into building 
pipelines and scripts to make sure

everything runs smoothly.Through-
out the day, I’m always available to 
answer any questions my col-
leagues have and review pull re-
quests when needed. It’s a busy 
and challenging job, but I love it! 
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mosphere and great drinks on the 
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What’s your day to day as
a Data Engineer?
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